
ahe Central fi13fbwfve~ Boarb. 
A meeting of the Central Midwives' Board WM 

held a t  Oaston House, Westminster, on Thursday, 
January 19th, Bir Francis Champnqa praiang.  

REPORT OB STANDING COMMITTE~. 
The report of the Standing Committee was re- 

ceived. 
The Board decided that a communicatioii from 

the Town Clerk of Birkenhead as tio the diffiouliies 
experience& by the Local Supervising Authority in 
obtaining a, convictioh under Section 1 (2) of the 
Midwives' Ad,  1902, be transmitted to the Privy 
C'ouncil. The Seation prov5des that '(From and 
after the first day of April one thousand nine hun- 
dred and ten, no woman shall habitually and for 
gaill airhencl women in ohild'birth obherwise than 
under the cdirection of a qualified medical practi- 
tioner unless she is clertified under +his Act.)) 

The Chairmsan explained that the Act is evaded 
by women who practise midwifery but state that  
they do not do it habitually md for gain. 

The Board suggested that with a view to e&+ive 
administration of the Midwived Act, 1902, Section 
1 (2) should be amended by the omission of the 
words " habitually and for gain." They further 
decided that the Town Clerk of Birkenhead be in- 
formed of the action of the Board. 

111 reply to a lretter from the Medical Officer of 
Realth for Sheffield as to the exten6 of a midwife's 
oblligation to  visit her patient during the puer- 
perium, it was decicled t o  say (a) that  the Board 
has designedly refrained from making it obliga- 
tory on the midwife in every case to atknd her 
patient for ten consecutive days, and that the 
number of visits paid must vary a4cor.ding t o  the 
circumstances of each case, the midwife remaining 
responsible if anything goes wrong with a patient 
owing to the omission of a visit; (b) that  any viait 
paid by an assistant must not be in subsbihtion 
for, but in addition to, a visit of the midwife. 

I n  reply t o  a request from the Superintenden6 
and Matron of +he Government M a h r ~ t y  Hos- 
pital, Madras, to hold examinations in  Madras, it 
was decided to say that  the Board regretted it was 
impossible to accede to the application. 

A Idtar was reeoeived from the Governor of Hol- 
loway Prison reporting *he conviction and sentence 
to  two months' imprisonment of a certified mid- 
wife for wilful damage to  Goeernmmt property. 

A letter was considered from a. candihti?, vho 
failed a t  +he December examination, complaining 
d the conducbof one of the examinem. It was 
decided to inform the oandidate that the Bomd, 
having carefully comidered her two letters, and 
having communicated with both examiners acting 
a.+, Table D a t  the examina~on in December last, 
has come to the oomlusion that she must have 
misinterpreted the attitude and the w o d ~  of the 
examiner, of whom she complains. 

REMOVAL FROM THE ROLL. 
The namm of thii-te.en midwives were removed 

from the Roll at their own request. 
APPLIOATIONS BOR APP~OVAL. 

The applications of the following m e d i d  PI=- 
t i t iones for appmvaI 'a@ teachers mere granted :-- 

James Bat ty ,  Esq., M.D.; FIavell Edmunds, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

The applioations of the following midwives for 
lappmval to sign Form 111. and IV. were also 
gnanted:-C%arloth Almonih (No. 5381)) Ze'essie 
Mumell Bell (No. 22569)) Lizzie Keeping (No. 9472), 
Jane Margmmt Ostlo (No. 25939). 

-. -. R~VISION OB LI~TS. 
The Secretary was instructed to revise &he Lists 

of Training sohook, Taachels, land lappmved Mid- 
wives on the wme pThcip1e as ,in previous yam.  

~ E S O L U ~ I O N .  
o n  the motion of Sir George Fordham it W a s  

agreed that a second volume of the m i n u h  Qf the 
l3aard be made up and indexed for the t h m  yeam 
ending ?%arch 31~6, 1911, and thht the iwfkr  the 
minutes be made up in three-year peridS. 

Sir Gmrge Fordham also mlled atkntion to 
~ h m ?  7, section 1, of the Midwivm) Bill (No. 2). 
1910, which pmvides for the payment amual ly  Qf 

EL fee'Qf 1s by cedified midwives, and movd 
r-lution providing that the Lord Prwident Qf the 
(hncil be wked ta receive a deputation Qf the 
Baad  to hay before him the very serious difficultia 
which wi l l  a r k  if the clause 

This vas seconded by the Hon. Mm. (;(harles 
Egerton. 

Sir Gsorge Fordham expressed the opinion tht if 
the clause referred to became law the work of the 
Board in building up the Roll would be frudmW 
Further, t%hough those midwives who failed to Bend 
the shilling fee to the Board before the end of 
January in each year, would be automatically re- 
moved from the Roll, there was no provision for 
cancelling certifimtes. Again; though the mamw of 
midwives not complying with this regulation would 
be deleted at the end of January, the new 
Roll was not published till May, and 
it woul& be impossi!.de for anyone to 
say with certainty who wag and who was 
not, a. certificated midwife for nearly half the year. 
%%e Roll would be u6eles~i for practical purposes, 
and, in effect, there would be none. 

There were now some 9,000 midwives twined and 
examined in conformity with the regulations of the 
Board, who had spent a large sum of money on their 
training, and it would be a hardship if they were 
involved in la cornidenable financial loss on aoooun: 
of t.heir failure t~ notify. This applied particularly 
to midwives resident abroad. 

Mr. Parker Young said that the Board had held 
two special meetings and had agreed th& the clause 
was objectionable and should not be p d ,  but 
other clauses were equally objectionable. He did 
not think that they shouId go to the Lord Prmident 
with reference to one clause only, but4 that  if L 
deputation were received the other ~huses  of 
the Bill to which the h r d  took exception shoiivl 
be added also. 

Miss Paget supp~rted iMr. Parker young. 
The (-&airman reminded the Board that  all the 

rw1ution6 in reference to clauses dimpproved by 
the Bwrd were not pamd UnanimQUslY. 

Miss Paget thought they might d d  the C ~ ~ U W S  
which were p d  unanimQudY. 

me Swretary, Mr.  G. W. Dunan, said that if 
the clause p d  into law the office staff employed 

into law. 
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